June 15, 2017

CARERS Act as original cosponsors
and Representatives STEVE COHEN and
DoN YouNGg for introducing a House
companion bill.

Right now, regardless of whether you
are in a State that has legalized med-
ical marijuana, it is illegal under Fed-
eral law. This inconsistency puts grow-
ers, distributors, and patients at great
risk of Federal prosecution even
though they are in compliance with
State law.

In 2013, the Department of Justice
issued guidance to Federal prosecutors
to refrain from prosecuting individuals
that use, purchase, or sell marijuana in
States where it is legal as long as a
State regulatory framework exists that
maintains certain standards, such as a
ban on sales to minors. As a result of
this guidance, more and more States
have taken steps to legalize medical
marijuana.

Sadly, despite this guidance, the in-
ability of the Federal Government to
be aligned with States regarding the le-
gality of medical marijuana has re-
sulted in confusion and uncertainty for
State lawmakers and the public about
what the law requires. This lack of
clarity is only part of the problem. In-
dividual users of medical marijuana in
States with legalized medical mari-
juana continue to be targeted by the
Drug Enforcement Agency.

And now, more than ever, I am espe-
cially concerned with Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions as our Nation’s top
law enforcement officer. His radical
stance on marijuana is way out of the
mainstream, and he has taken steps to
reinvigorate the failed War on Drugs.
Recently, he wrote a letter to Senate
and House leadership asking them not
to renew an appropriations rider that
prevents the Justice Department from
spending money on cases that involve
individuals who are in compliance with
State medical marijuana laws. He said,
“I believe it would be unwise for Con-
gress to restrict the discretion of the
Department to fund particular prosecu-
tions, particularly in the midst of an
historic drug epidemic and potentially
long-term wuptick in violent crime.”
Contrary to Attorney General Ses-
sions’ views, this is not a problem we
can jail ourselves out of.

Individuals who use medical mari-
juana in States where it is legal should
not fear prosecution simply based on
prosecutorial discretion. It is time for
Congress to act.

Today, I reintroduced the CARERS
Act. First, and most importantly, the
bill would end the Federal prohibition
of medical marijuana. Millions of
Americans need to gain access to the
medicine that works best for them. The
Federal Government’s current stance
on medical marijuana has only created
confusion and uncertainty. This bill
would prohibit the Federal Govern-
ment from prosecuting persons who are
in compliance with State medical
marijuana laws and let people gain ac-
cess to the care they need.

The bill would also allow States to
import cannabidiol, commonly called
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CBD for short. CBD is an oil substance
made from a marijuana plant that con-
tains virtually no THC—meaning you
experience no high from the drug. CBD
is the medicine so many children
need—along with thousands of other
individuals with Dravet syndrome—to
control seizures. We must make this
important drug more available so peo-
ple can access the medication they
need.

The bill would promote research. A
large problem for our Nation is that
not enough research exists on the im-
pact of medical marijuana. We know
there are legitimate medical uses of
the drug, but we can learn much more.
We need to allow experts to access the
drug to conduct tests and clinical
trials to fully understand the effects of
the drug and how it can best be uti-
lized. This will only benefit the doctors
that prescribe it, the lawmakers that
regulate it, and the people that need it.

Finally, the bill would allow VA doc-
tors to recommend medical marijuana
to veterans in States that have legal-
ized medical marijuana. Many men and
women in uniform who have bravely
served our Nation come home with in-
visible wounds of war, and they deserve
the best care available. This means al-
lowing them access to the medicine
they need to heal or control their con-
dition. Those who have served our Na-
tion deserve to be served by us, and
that means receiving the best care
available.

The CARERS Act was the first med-
ical marijuana bill introduced in the
Senate. Unfortunately, we did not pass
it in the last Congress, but I am hope-
ful that in the 115th Congress we can
get this bill across the finish line and
send it to the President’s desk for sig-
nature. I, again, want to thank my col-
leagues who worked with me on this
bill, and I urge its speedy passage.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs.

MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.

CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH,

Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.

MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1376. A bill to ensure that all fast-
tracked reconciliation bills are subject
to a committee hearing, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the
Budget.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

S3557

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1376

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘“No Hearing,
No Vote Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. COMMITTEE HEARINGS FOR RECONCILI-
ATION BILLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 310 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 641) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(h) COMMITTEE HEARINGS FOR RECONCILI-
ATION BILLS.—It shall not be in order in the
Senate to consider any reconciliation bill or
reconciliation resolution, unless—

‘(1) the reconciliation bill or reconcili-
ation resolution was—

‘“(A) ordered reported to the Senate under
subsection (b)(1) by the committee of the
Senate receiving reconciliation instructions;
or

‘““(B) reported by the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate under subsection (b)(2)
after receiving recommendations ordered to
be reported to the Committee on the Budget
by 1 or more committees of the Senate re-
ceiving reconciliation instructions; and

‘(2) each committee that ordered reported
the reconciliation bill or reconciliation reso-
lution or ordered recommendations to be re-
ported to the Committee on the Budget held
not less than 1 hearing regarding any major
provision of the reconciliation bill or rec-
onciliation resolution within the jurisdiction
of such committee.”.

(b) WAIVER AND APPEAL.—Section 904 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 621
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(1),
¢310(h),”” after <“310(d)(2),”’; and

(2) in subsection (d)(2), by
¢310(h),” after ‘*310(d)(2),”.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

by inserting

inserting

SENATE RESOLUTION 194—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15, 2017, AS
“WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Ms.
COoLLINS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COTTON, Mr. TILLIS, and
Mrs. MCCASKILL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 194

Whereas the Federal Government esti-
mates that more than 1 in 10 persons over
the age of 60 are victims of elder abuse each
year;

Whereas abuse, neglect, and exploitation of
older adults in the United States goes un-
identified and unreported due to an inability
to report or a fear of reporting;

Whereas only 1 in 14 cases of financial
abuse of older adults is reported;

Whereas at least $2,900,000,000 is taken
from older adults each year due to financial
abuse and exploitation;

Whereas elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation have no boundaries and cross all ra-
cial, social, class, gender, and geographic
lines;

Whereas older adults who are abused are 3
times more likely to die earlier than older
adults of the same age who are not abused;

Whereas %2 of all older adults with demen-
tia will experience abuse;
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Whereas providing unwanted medical
treatment can be a form of elder abuse and
exploitation;

Whereas public awareness has the poten-
tial to increase the identification and report-
ing of elder abuse by the public, profes-
sionals, and victims, and can act as a cata-
lyst to promote issue-based education and
long-term prevention;

Whereas private individuals and public
agencies must work together on the Federal,
State, and local levels to combat increasing
occurrences of abuse, neglect, exploitation
crime, and violence against vulnerable older
adults and vulnerable adults, particularly in
light of limited resources for vital protective
services; and

Whereas 2017 is the 12th anniversary of
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 15, 2017, as
Elder Abuse Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes judges, lawyers, adult pro-
tective services professionals, law enforce-
ment officers, long-term care ombudsmen,
social workers, health care providers, profes-
sional guardians, advocates for victims, and
other professionals and agencies for the ef-
forts to advance awareness of elder abuse;
and

(3) encourages members of the public and
professionals who work with older adults to
act as catalysts to promote awareness and
long-term prevention of elder abuse by
reaching out to local adult protective serv-
ices agencies, long-term care ombudsman
programs, and the National Center on Elder
Abuse, and by learning to recognize, detect,
report, and respond to elder abuse.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 191—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 20, 2017, AS “AMER-
ICAN EAGLE DAY’ AND CELE-
BRATING THE RECOVERY AND
RESTORATION OF THE BALD
EAGLE, THE NATIONAL SYMBOL
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. CORKER, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. STRANGE, and Mr.
PERDUE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

“World

S. RES. 191

Whereas the bald eagle was chosen as the
central image of the Great Seal of the United
States on June 20, 1782, by the Founding Fa-
thers at the Congress of the Confederation;

Whereas the bald eagle is widely known as
the living national symbol of the United
States and for many generations has rep-
resented values, such as—

(1) freedom;

(2) democracy;

(3) courage;

(4) strength;

(5) spirit;

(6) independence;

(7) justice; and

(8) excellence;

Whereas the bald eagle is unique to North
America and cannot be found naturally in
any other part of the world, which was one of
the primary reasons the Founding Fathers
selected the bald eagle to symbolize the Gov-
ernment of the United States;

Whereas the bald eagle is the central
image used in the official logos of many
branches and departments of the Federal
Government, including—

(1) the Executive Office of the President;

(2) Congress;

(3) the Supreme Court of the United
States;
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(4) the Department of Defense;

(5) the Department of the Treasury;

(6) the Department of Justice;

(7) the Department of State;

(8) the Department of Commerce;

(9) the Department of Homeland Security;

(10) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(11) the Department of Labor;

(12) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(13) the Department of Energy;

(14) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development;

(15) the Central Intelligence Agency; and

(16) the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the bald eagle is an inspiring sym-
bol of the spirit of freedom and the sov-
ereignty of the United States;

Whereas the image and symbolism of the
bald eagle has—

(1) played a significant role in art, music,
literature, architecture, commerce, edu-
cation, and culture in the United States; and

(2) appeared on United States stamps, cur-
rency, and coinage;

Whereas the bald eagle was endangered and
facing possible extinction in the lower 48
States but has made a gradual and encour-
aging comeback to the land, waterways, and
skies of the United States;

Whereas the dramatic recovery of the na-
tional bird of the United States is an endan-
gered species success story and an inspira-
tional example to other environmental, nat-
ural resource, and wildlife conservation ef-
forts worldwide;

Whereas, in 1940, noting that the bald eagle
was threatened with extinction, Congress
passed the Act of June 8, 1940 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Bald Eagle Protection Act’)
(16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), which prohibited kill-
ing, selling, or possessing the species, and a
1962 amendment expanded protection to the
golden eagle;

Whereas, by 1963, there were only an esti-
mated 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles re-
maining in the lower 48 States, with loss of
habitat, poaching, and the use of pesticides
and other environmental contaminants con-
tributing to the near demise of the national
bird of the United States;

Whereas, in 1967, the bald eagle was offi-
cially declared an endangered species under
Public Law 89-669 (80 Stat. 926) (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Endangered Species Preserva-
tion Act of 1966’’) in areas in the United
States south of the 40th parallel due to the
dramatic decline in the population of the
bald eagle in the lower 48 States;

Whereas the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) was enacted in
1973, and in 1978, the bald eagle was listed as
an endangered species throughout the lower
48 States, except in the States of Michigan,
Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and Wis-
consin, in which the bald eagle was listed as
a threatened species;

Whereas, in July 1995, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service announced that in
the lower 48 States, the bald eagle had recov-
ered sufficiently to change the status of the
species from endangered to threatened;

Whereas, by 2007, bald eagles residing in
the lower 48 States had rebounded to ap-
proximately 11,000 pairs;

Whereas, on June 28, 2007, the Secretary
the Interior and the Director of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service removed the
bald eagle from protection under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), but the bald eagle continues to be pro-
tected under the Act of June 8, 1940 (com-
monly known as the ‘“Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act’) (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et
seq.), section 42 of title 18, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Lacey Act”),
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and the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16
U.S.C. 3371 et seq.);

Whereas Challenger, the trained, edu-
cational bald eagle of the American Eagle
Foundation in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, was
invited by the Secretary of the Interior to
perform a free-flight demonstration during
the official bald eagle delisting ceremony
held at the Jefferson Memorial in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia;

Whereas experts and population growth
charts estimate that the bald eagle popu-
lation could reach 15,000 pairs, even though a
physical count has not been conducted by
State and Federal wildlife agencies since
2007;

Whereas caring and concerned agencies,
corporations, organizations, and people of
the United States representing Federal and
State governments and the private sector
passionately and resourcefully banded to-
gether, determined to save and protect the
national bird of the United States;

Whereas the recovery of the bald eagle pop-
ulation in the United States was largely ac-
complished through—

(1) the dedicated and vigilant efforts of
Federal and State wildlife agencies and non-
profit organizations, such as the American
Eagle Foundation;

(2) public education;
(3) captive breeding and release programs;
(4) hacking and release programs; and

(5) the translocation of bald eagles from
places in the United States with dense bald
eagle populations to suitable locations in the
lower 48 States that had suffered a decrease
in bald eagle populations;

Whereas various nonprofit organizations,
such as the Southeastern Raptor Center at
Auburn University in the State of Alabama,
contribute to the continuing recovery of the
bald eagle through rehabilitation and edu-
cational efforts;

Whereas the bald eagle might have been
lost permanently if not for dedicated con-
servation efforts and strict protection laws
such as—

(1) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(2) the Act of June 8, 1940 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) ;

(3) the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16
U.S.C. 703 et seq.);

(4) section 42 of title 18, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘‘Lacey Act’’); and

(5) the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16
U.S.C. 3371 et seq.); and

Whereas the sustained recovery of the bald
eagle population will require the continu-
ation of recovery, management, education,
and public awareness programs to ensure
that the population numbers and habitat of
the bald eagle remain healthy and secure for
generations to come: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 20, 2017, as ‘‘American
Eagle Day’’;

(2) applauds the issuance of bald eagle
commemorative coins by the Secretary of
the Treasury to generate critical funds for
the protection of the bald eagle; and

(3) encourages—

(A) educational entities, organizations,
businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate
and develop educational tools for use in the
public schools of the United States; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate
ceremonies and other activities.
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